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the argument that Russia did not want war in 1914 because
they did not think her preparations were sufficiently
complete.
M. Kokovtsev, in opposition to all the others, again
insisted that an occupation of Trebizond or Bayazid would
inevitably lead to intervention by Germany. But Sazonov
thought this "would be a very effective measure, and might
deter Germany from intervening." His views were shared
by the Ministers of War and Navy and by the Chief of
Staff. "M. Kokovtsev, who considered that a war at the
present moment would be the greatest misfortune for Rus-
sia, expressed the opinion that it would be most undesirable
to entangle Russia in a European conflict—a view which
"was shared by the other members of the Conference." •
M. Kokovtsev finally summed up the sense of the meet-
ing to the effect that negotisitipns were to be continued at
Berlin to secure General Liman's removal from the com-
*
mand of troops in Constantinople; if it became quite clear
that the negotiations would fail, measures of compulsion
might be applied, if the Entente Powers were in agreement;
but "Should Russia not be assured of the active participa-
tion of France and England in common steps with Russia,
it does not seem possible to adopt measures of compulsion
which might lead to a war with Germany." It was to secure
the closer support of England, which was necessary to en-
able Russia to carry out her ambitions in the Near East,
which made Sazonov redouble his efforts in the spring of
1914 to get more definite and binding obligations from Sir
Edward Grey in the shape of an Anglo-Russian Naval Con-
vention. Negotiations for this were soon begun, but had
to be dropped when news of them leaked out.
From the minutes of this Special Conference one sees
clearly that Sazonov sided fully with the militarists in
being ready to adopt measures of compulsion to oust General
Liman from the command of the Turkish Corps in Constan-

